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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:
1. A network attachable display device, comprising:

a display network interface operable to receive graphics image data of an
image over a communication network;

a display frame buffer operable to store said received graphics image data; and

a display refresh unit operable to read said stored graphics image data from
said display frame buffer, said display refresh unit further operable to display said

image on a display unit.

2. The network attachable display device of claim 1, further comprising a
display network interface port coupled to said display network interface, said graphics
image data being received over said communication network via said display network

interface port.

3. The network attachable display device of claim 2, wherein said display
network interface port is selected from the group consisting of an Ethernet port, an

Infiniband port, and a wireless network transceiver.

4. The network attachable display device of claim 1, further comprising a
display decompression unit coupled to said display frame buffer and operable to

decompress said graphics image data into decompressed graphics image data.

5. The network attachable display device of claim 1, further comprising a
display decompression unit operable to decompress said graphics image data into

decompressed graphics image data prior to being stored in said display frame buffer.

6. The network attachable display device of claim 1, said graphics image

data being part of a plurality of packets received from a remote source device.

7. The network attachable display device of claim 6, wherein said remote

source device is a graphics adapter.
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8. The network attachable display device of claim 6, wherein said remote
source device is a graphics appliance.
9. A method for displaying an image on a network attachable display

device, comprising:

receiving, by a display network interface of said network attachable display
device, graphics image data of said image over a communication network;

storing said received graphics image data in a display frame buffer of said
network attachable display device;

reading said stored graphics image data from said display frame buffer by a
display refresh unit; and

displaying said image on a display unit.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising decompressing said

graphics image data into decompressed graphics image data.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising storing said decompressed

graphics image data in said display frame buffer.

12. The method of claim 11, said graphics image data and said
decompressed graphics image data being stored in different portions of said display

frame buffer.

13. The method of claim 9, further comprising decompressing said
graphics image data into decompressed graphics image data prior to storing said

graphics image data in said display frame buffer.

14.  The method of claim 13, said decompression being performed at a rate

at least as fast as a rate at which said image is being displayed on said display unit.
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15. A network attachable display device, comprising:

a display frame buffer operable to store graphics image data; and

a network attachable display controller coupled to said display frame buffer,
said network attachable display controller comprising:

a display network interface operable to receive graphics image data of
an image over a communication network, said display network interface further
operable to provide said graphics image data to said display frame buffer;

a display decompression unit operable to decompress said graphics
image data into decompressed graphics image data; and

a display refresh unit operable to read graphics image data of said
image from said display frame buffer, said display refresh unit further operable to

display said image on a display unit.

16. The network attachable display device of claim 15, further comprising
a display network interface port coupled to said network attachable display controller,
said graphics data being received over said communication network via said display

network interface port.

17. The network attachable display device of claim 16, wherein said

display network interface port comprises an Infiniband port.

18. The network attachable display device of claim 15, said display
decompression unit being operable to decompress said graphics image data into

decompressed graphics image data prior to being stored in said display frame buffer.

19.  The network attachable display device of claim 15, said graphics

image data being part of a plurality of packets received from a remote source device.

20. The network attachable display device of claim 19, wherein said

remote source device is a graphics adapter.
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21.  The network attachable display device of claim 15, said display
decompression unit being operable to decompress said graphics image data at a rate at

least as fast as a rate at which said image is being displayed on said display unit.

5 22. The network attachable display device of claim 15, wherein said
display unit comprises an element selected from the group consisting of a Cathode
Ray Tube (CRT), a Liquid Crystal Display (LCD), a Thin Film Transistor (TFT), a
Light Emitting Diode (LED), and an organic polymer.
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